[image: image1.png]s A0



[image: image2.jpg]






 COOPERATING TECHNICAL PARTNERS

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

AGREEMENT is made on September 9, 2010 by these parties: the Arizona Division of Emergency Management (ADEM) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
BECAUSE the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) established by the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 has several purposes, the most significant being:
· To better identify individuals from losses through the availability of flood insurance;

· To reduce future flood damages through community floodplain management regulations; and 

· To reduce costs for disaster assistance and flood control.
BECAUSE a critical component of the NFIP is the identification and mapping of the nation’s floodplains to create a broad-based awareness of flood hazards and to provide the data necessary for community floodplain management programs and to actuarially rate flood insurance;

BECAUSE FEMA administers the NFIP and is authorized by §1360 of the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4101), to establish and update hazard data in floodplain areas;  

Because, in the identification of hazard areas, FEMA is authorized to consult with, receive information from, and enter into agreements or other arrangements with the head of any State, regional, or local agency;   

BECAUSE FEMA encourages strong Federal, State, regional, and local partnerships for the purposes of reducing losses and disaster assistance; FEMA and its State, regional, and local partners have determined that it is advantageous to encourage and formalize greater cooperation in hazard identification and mapping processes; and many communities and the agencies that serve them have developed considerable technical capabilities and resources that provide the opportunity to improve and expand the collection, development, and evaluation of hazard data; 
BECAUSE ADEM has expressed a desire to perform certain functions in the hazard identification process and has provided evidence that it has sufficient administrative and project management capabilities and will dedicate the resources necessary to perform those functions.  In addition, for purposes of this document it is further acknowledged that ADEM is the State Administrative Agency (SAA), as authorized by the Governor of this State, for the reception of funding for mitigation and, under the authority granted by Chapter 414, Section 414.040 of the Arizona Revised Statutes, will be utilizing the expertise of the Arizona Geological Survey to accomplish the purposes and objectives of this project; and
BECAUSE ADEM is the state coordinating agency for emergency management activities which reduce the impact of hazards to people and property as authorized by Arizona Revised Statutes §26-305.  
NOW THEREFORE, it is mutually agreed that the parties enter into this Agreement to work together to create and maintain accurate, up-to-date hazard data for the communities in the State of Arizona, subject to the terms and conditions recited below.

1. CONSULTATIONS

The parties shall collaborate on hazard identification activities and shall consult with each other to fully integrate each other’s contributions into flood hazard identification efforts.  Questions regarding the execution of this Agreement will be resolved by an implementation committee consisting of a FEMA representative and the Arizona State Hazard Mitigation Officer.  If the implementation committee is unable to resolve technical issues, the issues may be resolved through alternative dispute resolution procedures.

2.  EVALUATION AND REPORTING

The parties shall, on an annual basis, review the partnership created by this Agreement to determine and document the activities undertaken to maintain accurate hazard data and to revise the Agreement as necessary.

3.   RESOURCE COMMITMENT

The parties agree to commit the appropriate and available human, technical, and financial resources sufficient to coordinate effectively with all entities impacted by hazard identification efforts to implement this Agreement.

4. STANDARDS

AZGS will serve the hazard layers to the public through a variety of web-service standards. An ESRI Map Service will be provided in order to interface with the web site under development by the CNRA. When completed, the CNRA web site is expected to serve as the primary access point for these hazard layers. Hazard layers will also be provided as Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC)-compliant Web-Map and Web-Feature Services (WMS and WFS, respectively). Providing data in these additional formats allows for the consumption of the hazard layers by a wider variety of software applications by users and encourage developers to create new applications. Furthermore, metadata for each hazard layer will be created in conformance with the USGIN Profile for ISO 19139 Metadata (http://lab.usgin.org/sites/default/files/profile/file/u1/USGIN_ISO_Metadata_1.1.2.pdf). These metadata will be provided through an OGC Catalog Service for the Web (CSW) which will allow the hazard layers to be closely integrated with the U.S. Geoscience Information Network (http://usgin.org) which is being deployed among all state geological surveys in partnership with the U.S. Geological Survey, as part of a national digital integration framework. 

5. SPECIFIC INITIATIVES OR PROJECTS

Specific initiatives or projects to be performed under this Agreement are to be documented in Mapping Activity Statement(s), which will be attached to this Agreement when they are signed.  The parties will be obligated to perform as described in the signed Mapping Activity Statement(s).   

6. TERM

The respective duties, responsibilities, and commitments of the parties in this Agreement shall begin on the date this Agreement is signed by the parties and may be periodically renewed, revised, or terminated at the option of any of the parties.  The parties agree that a 60-day notice shall be given prior to the termination of this Agreement.

THEREFORE, each party has caused this Agreement to be executed by its duly authorized representatives on the date mentioned above.

APPROVED BY:
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September 9, 2010
___________________________________


______________________________

Lou Trammell
 





Date (Printed)
Director 

Arizona Division of Emergency Management 
___________________________________


______________________________

Sally Ziolkowski






Date (Printed)

Region IX Mitigation Division Director

Federal Emergency Management Agency


CONTACT INFORMATION
Darlene Trammell
State Hazard Mitigation Officer

Arizona Division of Emergency Management
5636 E. McDowell Road

Phoenix, AZ  85008-3495
darlene.trammell@azdema.gov
+1 (602) 464-6254
Juliette Hayes

Community Planner

FEMA, Region IX

1111 Broadway, Suite 1200

Oakland, CA  94607


Juliette.hayes@dhs.gov
+1 (510) 627-7211

Ann Youberg
Research Geologist
Arizona Geological Survey
416 W. Congress, Suite 100

Tucson, AZ  85701 
+1 (520) 209-4142 
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